Procedures 23: Tents
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Tent material should be a dark solid color, so no stripes are visible in photos and the sun does not come through a lighter colored cloth and change the coloring of the photos.
First, a framework is necessary, larger than the unit to be covered. Four poles and four long pieces of rope. The poles can be drilled through at the top with two perpendicular holes which accommodate the rope. The ends of the ropes should be fixed to metal pegs in the ground, creating a square frame of rope above the excavation to be covered. The poles should be at least 50cm away from the edge of the excavation, perhaps in a small depression so they cannot fall if accidentally kicked or run into with a wheelbarrow.
The tent material needs a strong band around the edge with metal rings attached every 50-100 cm. A long piece of rope should then be passed through all the metal rings on all four sides of the tent material, but never tied to the tent or rings themselves. This prevents ripping by distributing the wind pull on all of the rope around the tent. At the four corners ropes should be attached to the rope which passes through the metal rings, but never tied to the actual rings themselves, otherwise the tent will easily rip. In addition, it is good to have two thin ropes stretching between the two opposing pairs of corners in an X pattern. These are then tied to the rope that goes around the edge, and when the tent is mounted they should be above the tent material, they provide additional support in the case of a gust of wind.
The tent is then placed on top of the rope frame over the excavation, and the four ropes tied to other metal pegs in the ground. Otherwise, if they are tied to the same pegs as the framework and a wind pulls up the tent, the framework will also collapse into the excavation.  The tent ropes should be attached to the pegs not directly, but with thinner metal rings, so that if a strong gust picks up the tent, it will not pull out the pegs (which would then be very dangerous) but will break the metal rings leaving the metal peg in the ground. In particularly gusty areas it is advisable to have a system of three pegs on the wind side of the tent (see illustration 3) to reinforce the tent.
It is advisable to have a workman responsible for safety go around and check the tents when they are put up each day.
